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Citizens Participation Week

20-26 September 2010
Co-ordinated, awareness-raising events and surveys, involving international and national publicity 

Press information material

Similarly to previous years, the Citizen Participation Week will highlight issues that are about people and their communities, and not about the constantly and artificially generated usual political and media themes. Local and small regional issues, problems and alternatives will be put on the agenda, while the notions of participation and democracy, and the opportunities for active citizenship, involvement and local action will be also discussed, with an emphasis on good practices.  

In 20 countries – simultaneously!

At its Belgrade conference, 12-15 May 2005, the CITIZENS NETWORK of Central Eastern Europe passed a resolution organising a series of awareness-raising events, to be called Citizens Participation Week, and taking place simultaneously in all its 20 member countries every September each year. 

The series of events is the joint and declared statement of the Central Eastern European networks to promote the problematic issue of participation and to gain a higher profile for it in the European media, in politics and in civil society. 
It consists of a series of events that call attention, in a clear and unmistakable way, to the broader social environment and to the importance of participative democracy. The events are meant to raise awareness, putting the promotion of public welfare, local community and citizens’ action in the limelight, while also proving that all this can really be put into practice. The programme of Citizen Participation Week includes local, regional and nationwide activities, volunteer and civic meetings, media events, public gatherings, school actions, exhibitions etc.

Who is the Network?

	The CEE Citizens Network is a social development initiative involving 17 countries. The mission of the Network is to promote citizen participation in CEE and provide opportunities for grassroots initiatives to learn and exchange experiences and ideas. Its main objectives are to:

· Increase awareness of the general public throughout CEE on the potential and impact of citizen initiatives. 

· Increase skills and capacities of citizens to more effectively participate in local and national development. 

· Promote citizen participation throughout the CEE region. 
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	Administrative Office: Kapitulska 13. 974 01 Banska Bystrica, Slovakia. Tel: ++421 48 415 24 68. Fax: ++421 48 412 38 80. E-mail: anna@ceecn.net. Web: www.ceecn.net


During the Citizens Participation Week local communities and civil organisations, who experience and fight their real local problems, come together with social improvement and other professional initiatives which connect them in order to express their views on a world which is ruled not only by money and power. They highlight the importance of dialogue and collaboration and try to create publicity for those civil initiatives which play a key role in the development of local societies. And yet they often need to fight windmills for their survival. The image that exists of civil society also depends on what this sector shows of itself which explains the need to organise the Citizens Participation Week!

The concrete activities of Participation Week are decided by the national organizing committees and the organizations joining the campaign. The national committees will submit a call in their own countries in August, 2010, in which they invite the citizens, organizations and institutions of that member country to join the event. The programme will be developed together with the participating organizations, and shall be introduced in September 2010.

Organizations Taking Initiative








Albania


Urban Research Institute. www.uri.org.al
Armenia 


MILLENNIUM Association for Education and Research. www.millennium.am 



Analytical Centre on Globalization and Regional Cooperation. www.acgrc.am
Azerbaijan

“Uluchay” Social-Economic Innovation Center. http://uluchay.org
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Centers for Civic Initiatives. www.ccibh.org 

Bulgaria


C.E.G.A. Creating Effective Grassroots Alternatives. www.cega.bg 



Sustainable Development Association. www.sda-bg.org
Croatia


Center for Civil Initiatives. www.cci.hr 

Organization for Civil Initiatives. www.ogi.hr 

Czech Republic

Center for Community Organizing. www.cpkp.cz 

Agora Central Europe. www.agora-ce.cz 

Estonia


The Estonian NGO Roundtable. www.ngonet.ee, www.jti.ee, www.emy.ee 

Georgia


International Association „Civitas Georgica“. www.civitas.ge 

Hungary
Hungarian Association for Community Development. www.kka.hu,  www.arh.kozossegfejlesztes.hu, www.arh.blogol.hu 

Poland


Foundation in Support of Local Democracy. www.frdl.org.pl 

NGOs Support Centre in Bialystok. www.podlaskie.ngo.pl 

The Association of Leaders of Local Civic Groups. www.lgo.pl
Republic of Belarus

Center of Social Innovations Education. www.csi.by.com
Center „POST“.  www.post.adukatur.net
Republic of Moldova

Terra-1530. www.terra1530.md
Romania


Romanian Association for Community Development. www.ardc.ro 

Pro Democracy Association Brasov Branch. www.apd.ro 

Community Foundation Sibiu. www.epce.ro 

Asociatia CRONO. www.crono.org.ro 

Association for Community Partnership Brasov

Foundation PACT. www.fundatiapact.ro
CREST Resource Center. www.crest-center.org
Resource Center for Public Participation. www.ce-re.ro
Russia


Citizen Foundation. http://nfst.mccinet.ru 




Institute for Social and Humanistic Initiatives
Serbia


Civic Initiatives. www.gradjanske.org 

Slovakia


Center for Community Organizing. www.cko.sk 

VOKA – Rural Organization for Community Activities. www.voka.sk 

Citizens Action. www.ova.sk 
Slovenia
Center for Information Service, Co-operation and Development of NGOs -CNVOS. www.cnvos.si 

INePA – Institute for electronic participation. www.inepa.eu
Ukraine


Regional Development Agency. www.ard.dn.ua 

Association of Economic Development of Ivano-Frankivsk. www.aedif.if.ua 

Ukrprostir NGO. www.ukrprostir.net
In the previous years, over 200 civil organisations joined the programme and gained the commitment to the cause from a number of public figures and leading politicians; the series of events received high-profile coverage in the local and international media. 

The Citizens Participation Week is the first event to have NGOs from 20 different countries standing up collectively for a cause that was forbidden to be talked about in most of these countries for decades.
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